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Zach Nunn (IA-03) Research Report 
The following report contains research on Zach Nunn, a Republican candidate in IowaʩǗ 3rd 

őŽǗǣǏŽŊǣʋ âŘǗŘĬǏŊŸ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŽǗ ǏŘǗŘĬǏŊŸ ŉƩƩƐ ȃĬǗ ŊƩƞőǫŊǣŘő ŉȉ ǣŸŘ D===ʩǗ âŘǗŘĬǏŊŸ 
Department between January and February 2022. By accepting this report, you are 
accepting responsibility for all information and analysis included. Therefore, it is your 

responsibility to verify all claims against the original documentation before you make use of 
it. Make sure you understand the facts behind our conclusions before making any specific 

charges against anyone. 
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Key Findings 
 

Nunn Was A Corrupt Career Politician 

 

Nunn is a corrupt and ambitious career politician with a history of using his elected position to help his 

political allies and unsavory campaign donors. As a state senator, Nunn sponsored a bill that loosened 

amusement park regulations at the behest of an amusement park owner who bankrolled Nunnôs campaigns to the 

tune of tens of thousands of dollars. In fact, in 2021, 10% of the money Nunnôs campaign received came from 

people tied to the park. The park had a history of safety violations and worker deaths and injuries, and mere months 

after Nunnôs bill loosened regulations, a young boy was killed and another was put in a coma following an accident 

at the park. Nunn also received campaign contributions from a lobbyist group that spread propaganda for Saudi 

Arabia, worked on behalf of the Saudis against the families of 9/11 victims, and helped undermine sanctions against 

Russia following its invasion of Crimea in 2014. 

 

Nunn used his own wealth to fuel his political ambitions and had a history of shady campaign tactics, resume 

inflation, and using his political office to advance his own personal interests. Nunnôs disclosed net worth was 

no more than $615,000, yet he was able to rescue his flailing campaign with $120,000 in personal loans. This 

should not be a surprise given Nunnôs history of ruthless political ambition and shady campaign tactics, which dates 

back to his college years. Nunn was elected to the Drake University Student Senate but was forced out of his 

position after he was caught using a baby monitor to spy on the student body president. Nunn also appeared to 

inflate his role with a cybersecurity company, claiming to be a small business owner despite actually being just an 

employee at the firm. He even used his political office to promote the company in the media without disclosing his 

ties to the company. Nunn has been in elected office for nearly a decade, and in 2018 Nunn was accused of using 

his political connections to release information about the criminal record of his opponentôs wife. 

 

Nunn Repeatedly Worked To Sabotage Iowansô Health Care 
 

Zach Nunn has repeatedly and consistently worked to make Iowansô health care coverage less affordable and 

less accessible and even kick people off their health coverage entirely. Nunn was a top promoter of Iowaôs 

disastrous Medicaid privatization effort and continued to defend the privatization even after it failed to produce 

anticipated savings, cut services, delayed reimbursements, and illegally denied people care, resulting in a federal 

investigation from the Trump administration. Nunn also voted to tighten eligibility requirement for Medicaid, 

which threatened the health coverage of nearly 700,000 Iowans. 

 

Nunn stood against health care coverage for children and people with pre-existing conditions. Nunn voted to 

allow the sale of junk health plans that were so lacking in coverage that they could not legally be called ñhealth 

insurance.ò These plans avoided regulation and Affordable Care Act requirements allowing companies to deny 

coverage to people with pre-existing conditions and evade essential health benefits. Further, Nunn voted to 

undermine health coverage for Iowa children and young adults. He supported allowing insurance companies to kick 

college students off their parentsô health coverage and voted to cut reporting requirements about health insurance 

for children. 

 

Nunn used his state legislative seat to push radical policies undermining commonsense COVID mitigation 

measures and to deny Iowan women their constitutionally protected reproductive freedom. Nunn filed 

legislation to block the state of Iowaôs authority to enforce federal COVID vaccine and testing requirements, 

undermining OSHAôs power to protect Iowans from the COVID-19 pandemic. He was also radically anti-choice 

and supported extreme measures restricting Iowansô reproductive freedoms, including seeking to eliminate Iowaôs 

constitutional right to abortion entirely and supporting the most restrictive abortion ban in the country. 

 

Nunnôs Priorities Hurt Iowaôs Working Families And Economy 
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Nunn has been a champion for the wealthy and large corporations, but when it comes to defending Iowaôs 

working families, Nunn is nowhere to be found. Nunn criticized the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 

despite the critical investments it would make and the thousands of jobs it would create in Iowa. He even had the 

audacity to criticize the lawôs investment in rural broadband while bragging about a state program that used federal 

COVID-19 relief funds to finance rural broadband investments. Nunn also supported tax plans that gave windfalls 

to the wealthiest Americans and largest corporations instead of Iowaôs working families. 

 

Nunn was no friend to Iowaôs workers and working families and consistently sided with corporations to 

undermine labor and fair compensation. Nunn supported legislation that gutted collective bargaining laws and 

then bragged about his work on the bill, which was done behind closed doors and used political maneuvers to cut 

off debate. Nunn also voted to cut workersô compensation, including a bill to cut benefits by 10% and another bill 

that disqualified certain accidents from being eligible for workersô compensation. Finally, Nunn stood opposed to 

minimum wage increases, including voting to block a state minimum wage increase to $10.75 an hour and even 

going so far as to block local governments from implementing their own minimum wage increases. 
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Thematics 
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Nunn Was A Corrupt Career Politician  
 

 

Significant Findings 

 

Nunn Worked To Loosen Safety Regulations On An Amusement Park Owned By Some Of His Largest 

Campaign Contributors, Shortly Before A Child Died At The Park 

 

V Nunn sponsored legislation to loosen regulations at Adventureland, an amusement park owned by 

Republican donors who contributed to his campaigns, shortly before a child died in an accident at the 

park. 

 

V In January 2021, Nunn sponsored a bill that lowered the minimum age to operate rides, which had 

long been 18, after accepting a contribution from Adventurelandôs CEO Michael J. Krantz in 

September 2020. 

 

V In July 2021, an 11-year-old boy was killed and his brother was put in a coma after an accident at 

Adventureland.  

 

V The park had a history of worker deaths and injuries, safety violations (including failure to 

supervise riders and use of unapproved parts) and legal problems prior to the fatal accident in 2021.  

 

V In 2016, a 68-year-old operator died on the same Raging River ride where the 2021 accident 

took place, and a lawsuit against the parkôs insurer alleging negligence on the part of the rideôs 

other operator was settled for an undisclosed sum. 

 

V Adventureland was repeatedly sued by guests who suffered serious injuries on rides, and paid 

thousands of dollars in fines for safety violations tied to employee deaths and injuries. 

 

V From 2018 to 2020, Nunn received a total of $5,000 from Krantz for his state Senate campaign. 

 

V Nearly 10 percent of Nunnôs congressional campaign contributions came from people employed by 

Adventureland.  

 

V As of December 2021, Nunnôs congressional campaign had received $45,300 in contributions 

from people employed by Adventureland and their family out of $456,074.26 in total 

contributions to his campaign. 

 

Nunn Was Funded And Mentored By A Lobbyist Who Advised Corporations On Evading Russia 

Sanctions And Defended Saudi Arabia Against 9/11 Victimsô Families 

 

V Nunn received at least $2,000 in campaign contributions from employees of LS2group, a lobbying firm 

founded by Chuck Larson, a former ambassador and Iowa Republican Party chair who Nunn described 

as a ñfriend.ò 

 

V Nunnôs wife Kelly worked for Larsonôs lobbying firm, LS2group, from 2017-2019.  

 

V Larson helped fight a bill allowing 9/11 victimsô families to sue the Saudi government, and LS2group 
was contracted to promote a ñwhitewashed vision of Saudi womenôs rights.ò 

 

V LS2group also offered advice to companies on how to get around sanctions on Russia following its 2014 

invasion of Ukraine. 



  
 

ZACH NUNN (IA - 03)  Research Book |  7  

 

V The month before Russia invaded Ukraine, Nunn said the ñimmediate threatò to America was 

ñillegal immigrantsò on the southern border, ñnot Russian troopsò on Ukraineôs border.  

 

V As the invasion began, Nunn said sanctions would have a minimal impact on Putin and were not an 

effective response to Putinôs actions. 

 

Nunnôs Disclosed Personal Wealth Was Inconsistent With His Campaign Self-Funding 

 

V Nunn only reported assets of up to $1,365,000 in 2020, with two mortgages totaling up to $750,000, but 

managed to loan $120,000 to his own campaign. 

 

V Between 2010 and 2021, Nunn contributed $25,679 to state and local campaigns, candidates, and 

committees in Iowa. 

 

Nunn Appeared To Inflate His Private Sector Resume, Touting His Experience As The Owner Of A Small 

Cybersecurity Business When Records Indicated He Was Just An Employee And Consultant 

 

V Throughout his political career as early as 2014, Nunn has been identified by himself and others as an 

entrepreneur, small business owner, and owner of a cybersecurity consultancy. 

 

V But as recently as 2015-2016, Nunn was actually the director of business development for SimSpace, a 

corporation based in Massachusetts and did not own the company. 

 

V Nunn failed to disclose his ties to the company on his state personal financial disclosures and used his 

political office to promote the company in the media without disclosing his role in the company. 

 

Nunn Was An Ambitious Career Politician Who Engaged In Unethical Campaigning As Early As College  

 

V Nunn first got involved in politics as a student at Drake University, which he said was ñground zeroò for 

political campaigns looking to hire staffers, including himself. 

 

V Nunn was elected to the Drake student Senate, but was removed from his position after using a 

baby monitor to spy on the student body president. 

 

V For his first date with his now-wife, Kelly, Nunn took her to a Republican debate, though ñshe 

wasnôt even involved in politics at all.ò 

 

V Nunn has been in elected office for nearly a decade, after first winning election in 2014 to the state house 

in 2014. Nunn was elevated to House Republican leadership in his first term. 

 

V In 2018, Nunnôs opponent in his bid for Iowa state Senate accused Nunn of using government 

connections to release information about his wifeôs criminal record. 

 

 

Nunn Sponsored Legislation That Loosened Regulations At A Politically Connected Theme 

Park Owned By Donors To His Campaigns That Had A History Of Safety Violations  
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January 2021: Nunn Sponsored Legislation To Loosen Regulations At Adventureland Park, An 

Amusement Park Owned By A Major Republican Political Donor 

 

Adventureland Park Was A Politically Influential  Amusement Park Owned And Operated By Michael 

Krantz,  Who Had Given $175,000 To Republican Campaigns From 2014-2021. ñThe Iowa amusement park 

where a ride accident killed one boy and critically injured another has become increasingly influential in Iowa 

politics as the state has trended Republican. Adventureland Park CEO Michael Krantz has donated $175,000 to 

county, state and federal Republican candidates since 2014. That made him one of Iowaôs largest GOP donors 

before a crisis that could devastate his family-owned parkôs reputation and finances. [é] Krantz has given $80,000 

to Gov. Kim Reynolds, who has been silent publicly about Saturdayôs accident on the Raging River ride that killed 

11-year-old Michael Jaramillo and left his 16-year-old brother on life support. A worker was killed on the same ride 

in 2016 due to an operatorôs errors. [é] The Jaramillo family has retained attorney Ryan Best, who says 

Adventureland failed to protect the family and respond quickly to the accident. David, 16, has emerged from a 

medically induced coma but remains heavily sedated and canôt talk or see, Best said. Trial lawyers say the familyôs 

damages could be enormous.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Nunn Sponsored Legislation To Loosen Regulations At Adventureland Park; The Bill Passed The 

Legislature In April 2021. ñIn April, Iowa lawmakers approved a bill sought by Adventureland eliminating 

longstanding safety rules setting a minimum age of 18 to operate rides. The company began recruiting workers 16 

and up, saying it expected 600,000 guests this year. Adventureland attorney Guy Cook said the law had no bearing 

on Saturdayôs accident because adults were operating the Raging River. Still, its passage reflected Adventurelandôs 

clout. Sponsors included Sen. Zach Nunn and Rep. Brian Lohse, whose districts include Adventureland and who 

received donations from Krantz last fall. Reynolds signed it. All three are Republicans. óI support Adventureland 

because itôs a major jobs provider and entertainment center for the state of Iowa,ô said Nunn, who worked there as a 

teenager. óLike any business that provides value to our citizens, theyôre going to have a voice at the table.ôò [AP, 

7/9/21] 

 

¶ Nunn Sponsored SF 114, Which Allowed 16-Year-Olds To Work As Amusement Park Ride Attendants. 

In January 2021, Nunn introduced SF 114, which ñprovides that an attendant who controls patron restraints or 

the operation, starting, stopping, or speed of an amusement ride shall be at least 16 years of age. The Bill 

requires the operator of a carnival or fair to require that a person complete training specified in the Bill prior to 

beginning work as an attendant. The Bill also defines violations of any order or rule issued by the Labor 

Commissioner pursuant to this legislation as serious misdemeanors, punishable by confinement for no more 

than one year and a fine of at least $430 but not more than $2,560.ò [Iowa State Legislature, Fiscal Note, 

1/19/21; SF 114, introduced 1/28/21] 

 

Democratic Senator Who Opposed The Bill Said ñIt Would Increase Risksò At The Amusement Park, 

Which Had A ñPattern Of Serious Injuries To Workers And To Customers.ò ñDemocratic Sen. Nate Boulton 

opposed the change, arguing it would increase risks by allowing minors with poorer judgment to operate dangerous 

machinery. Boulton, a lawyer who specializes in worker safety, said Adventureland has seen a ópattern of serious 

injuries to workers and to customers,ô yet lobbied to weaken safety protections.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Adventureland CEO Contributed To Nunnôs Campaign In Fall 2020; Nunn Sponsored Legislation 

Loosening Restrictions On The Park That Was Signed Into Law In April 2021 

 

Adventureland CEO Contributed To Nunnôs Campaign In Fall 2020; Nunn Sponsored Legislation 

Loosening Restrictions On The Park That Was Signed Into Law In April 2021. ñIn April, Iowa lawmakers 

approved a bill sought by Adventureland eliminating longstanding safety rules setting a minimum age of 18 to 

operate rides. The company began recruiting workers 16 and up, saying it expected 600,000 guests this year. 

Adventureland attorney Guy Cook said the law had no bearing on Saturdayôs accident because adults were 

operating the Raging River. Still, its passage reflected Adventurelandôs clout. Sponsors included Sen. Zach Nunn 

and Rep. Brian Lohse, whose districts include Adventureland and who received donations from Krantz last fall. 

https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/FN/1213647.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF114&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/SJNL/20210121_SJNL.pdf#page=4
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36


  
 

ZACH NUNN (IA - 03)  Research Book |  9  

Reynolds signed it. All three are Republicans. óI support Adventureland because itôs a major jobs provider and 

entertainment center for the state of Iowa,ô said Nunn, who worked there as a teenager. óLike any business that 

provides value to our citizens, theyôre going to have a voice at the table.ôò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

¶ Adventureland CEO Michael Krantz Contributed $175,000 To Local, State, And Federal Republicans In 

Iowa Since 2014. ñThe Iowa amusement park where a ride accident killed one boy and critically injured 

another has become increasingly influential in Iowa politics as the state has trended Republican. Adventureland 

Park CEO Michael Krantz has donated $175,000 to county, state and federal Republican candidates since 2014. 

That made him one of Iowaôs largest GOP donors before a crisis that could devastate his family-owned parkôs 

reputation and finances. The park also has increased its lobbying at the Iowa Legislature, including for a recent 

law change allowing 16- and 17-year-olds to operate its rides. The parkôs political impact has overlapped with 

several incidents in which workers or guests were injured, leading to regulatory fines and lawsuits.ò [AP, 

7/9/21] 

 

July 2021: One Boy Was Killed And Another Put In A Coma After An Accident At Adventureland 

 

One Boy Was Killed And Another Put In A Coma After An Accident At Adventureland, An Amusement 

Park Owned And Operated By Michael Krantz,  A Republican Political Donor. ñThe Iowa amusement park 

where a ride accident killed one boy and critically injured another has become increasingly influential in Iowa 

politics as the state has trended Republican. Adventureland Park CEO Michael Krantz has donated $175,000 to 

county, state and federal Republican candidates since 2014. That made him one of Iowaôs largest GOP donors 

before a crisis that could devastate his family-owned parkôs reputation and finances. [é] Krantz has given $80,000 

to Gov. Kim Reynolds, who has been silent publicly about Saturdayôs accident on the Raging River ride that killed 

11-year-old Michael Jaramillo and left his 16-year-old brother on life support. A worker was killed on the same ride 

in 2016 due to an operatorôs errors. [é] The Jaramillo family has retained attorney Ryan Best, who says 

Adventureland failed to protect the family and respond quickly to the accident. David, 16, has emerged from a 

medically induced coma but remains heavily sedated and canôt talk or see, Best said. Trial lawyers say the familyôs 

damages could be enormous.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Nunn: ñI Support Adventureland Because Itôs A Major Jobs Providerò 

 

Nunn: ñI Support Adventureland Because Itôs A Major Jobs Provider.ò ñIn April, Iowa lawmakers approved a 

bill sought by Adventureland eliminating longstanding safety rules setting a minimum age of 18 to operate rides. 

The company began recruiting workers 16 and up, saying it expected 600,000 guests this year. Adventureland 

attorney Guy Cook said the law had no bearing on Saturdayôs accident because adults were operating the Raging 

River. Still, its passage reflected Adventurelandôs clout. Sponsors included Sen. Zach Nunn and Rep. Brian Lohse, 

whose districts include Adventureland and who received donations from Krantz last fall. Reynolds signed it. All 

three are Republicans. óI support Adventureland because itôs a major jobs provider and entertainment center for the 

state of Iowa,ô said Nunn, who worked there as a teenager. óLike any business that provides value to our citizens, 

theyôre going to have a voice at the table.ôò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Nunn Worked At Adventureland As A Teenager. ñIn April, Iowa lawmakers approved a bill sought by 

Adventureland eliminating longstanding safety rules setting a minimum age of 18 to operate rides. The company 

began recruiting workers 16 and up, saying it expected 600,000 guests this year. Adventureland attorney Guy Cook 

said the law had no bearing on Saturdayôs accident because adults were operating the Raging River. Still, its 

passage reflected Adventurelandôs clout. Sponsors included Sen. Zach Nunn and Rep. Brian Lohse, whose districts 

include Adventureland and who received donations from Krantz last fall. Reynolds signed it. All three are 

Republicans. óI support Adventureland because itôs a major jobs provider and entertainment center for the state of 

Iowa,ô said Nunn, who worked there as a teenager. óLike any business that provides value to our citizens, theyôre 

going to have a voice at the table.ôò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

 

https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
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2021: Nunnôs Campaign Committee Received Nearly 10% Of Its Contributions From 

Adventureland Employees And Their Family  

 

As Of December 2021, Nunnôs Campaign Committee Reported Having $456,074.26 In Total Receipts.  [FEC, 

accessed 4/11/22] 

 

As Of December 2021, Iowans For Zach Nunn Reported Receiving A Total Of $45,300 From The Krantz  

Family And Executives At Adventureland For Nunnôs Congressional Race. 

Krantz Family Political Giving History  

Date Contributor Name   Occupation, Employer Amount 

11/19/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park -$2,900.00 

11/19/21 Adrienne Krantz Homemaker -$2,900.00 

11/19/21 Adrienne Krantz  Homemaker $2,900.00 

11/19/21 Adrienne Krantz  Homemaker $2,900.00 

11/19/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park -$2,900.00 

11/19/21 Adrienne Krantz  Homemaker $2,900.00 

9/22/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

9/22/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

9/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

9/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

9/14/21 Michael J. Krantz 

President/CEO, Adventure Lands of 

America, Inc -$2,900.00 

9/14/21 Kimberly Krantz Sales, Adventure Lands of America, Inc $2,900.00 

9/14/21 Michael J. Krantz 

President/CEO, Adventure Lands of 

America, Inc -$2,400.00 

9/14/21 Kimberly Krantz Sales, Adventure Lands of America, Inc $2,400.00 

8/30/21 Timothy Heger 

General Manager, Adventure Lands Of 

America Inc. $2,900.00 

8/30/21 Devin Heger CFO, Adventure Land Of America Inc. -$2,900.00 

8/30/21 Timothy Heger 

General Manager, Adventure Lands Of 

America Inc. $2,600.00 

8/30/21 Devin Heger CFO, Adventure Land Of America Inc. -$2,600.00 

8/20/21 Molly Vincent Marketing, Adventureland $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Molly Vincent Marketing, Adventureland -$2,900.00 

8/20/21 Molly Vincent Marketing, Adventureland $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Molly Vincent Marketing, Adventureland $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park -$2,900.00 

8/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Matthew Krantz COO, Adventureland Park $2,900.00 

8/20/21 Michael J. Krantz 

President/CEO, Adventure Lands of 

America, Inc $5,800.00 

8/20/21 Michael J. Krantz 

President/CEO, Adventure Lands of 

America, Inc $5,300.00 

8/19/21 Devin Heger CFO, Adventure Land Of America Inc. $5,800.00 

https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00784389/
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8/19/21 Devin Heger CFO, Adventure Land Of America Inc. $5,200.00 

  Total $45,300.00 

[FEC, accessed 4/11/22] 

 

¶ 9.9 Percent Of Nunnôs Campaign Contributions Came From Adventureland Executives And Their 
Family. [FEC, accessed 4/11/22] 

 

As Of December 2021, Nunn Reported A Total Of $456.074.26 In Total Receipts To His Campaign.  

 
[FEC, accessed 4/4/22] 

 

¶ Adventureland Marketing Director Molly Vincent Was The Daughter Of Adventureland Founder Jack 

Krantz.  ñForty years ago today in the summer of 1974 an odd thing sprung up from a cornfield in eastern Polk 

County. On that day Des Moines businessman Jack Krantz opened Adventureland Amusement Park, forever 

changing entertainment in central Iowa. óI remember him coming home when I was about 14 years old and 

laying out some plans on this table and thinking óyou're going to do what?ôò company president John Krantz 

said. óWithin a couple of years it became a reality.ô John Krantz is one of three siblings charged with 

overseeing their father's vision. Jack Krantz died in 2006. His wife Jan passed away last year. Yesterday, with 

little fanfare, the park marked the anniversary of its opening. For the Krantz family working at an amusement 

park can be excitement enough. óWe go all-out every day,ô Molly Vincent, Jackôs daughter and the parkôs 

marketing director, said. óEvery day that we're open and people show up it's a great day. It's a great business to 

be in, and it's fun to see people have fun.ôò [Des Moines Register, 8/19/14] 

 

2018-2020: Nunn Received A Total Of $5,000 From Adventureland Park CEO Michael J. Krantz For His 

State Senate Campaign.  

 

 

https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00784389&contributor_employer=adventure&contributor_employer=park
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00784389&contributor_employer=adventure&contributor_employer=park
https://www.fec.gov/data/committee/C00784389/?tab=summary
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/altoona/2014/08/19/adventureland-40th-anniversary/14292691/
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[Iowa Ethics and Campaign Disclosure Board, accessed 3/1/22] 

 

AP: ñThe Parkôs Political Impact Has Overlapped With Several Incidents In Which Workers Or 

Guests Were Injured, Leading To Regulatory Fines And Lawsuitsò 

 

HEADLINE: ñIowa amusement park became a political force before accident.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

AP: ñThe Parkôs Political Impact Has Overlapped With Several Incidents In Which Workers Or Guests 

Were Injured, Leading To Regulatory Fines And Lawsuits.ò ñThe Iowa amusement park where a ride accident 

killed one boy and critically injured another has become increasingly influential in Iowa politics as the state has 

trended Republican. Adventureland Park CEO Michael Krantz has donated $175,000 to county, state and federal 

Republican candidates since 2014. That made him one of Iowaôs largest GOP donors before a crisis that could 

devastate his family-owned parkôs reputation and finances. The park also has increased its lobbying at the Iowa 

Legislature, including for a recent law change allowing 16- and 17-year-olds to operate its rides. The parkôs 

political impact has overlapped with several incidents in which workers or guests were injured, leading to 

regulatory fines and lawsuits.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Adventureland ñIncreased Its Lobbying At The Iowa Legislature, Including Forò Nunnôs Bill. ñThe Iowa 

amusement park where a ride accident killed one boy and critically injured another has become increasingly 

influential in Iowa politics as the state has trended Republican. Adventureland Park CEO Michael Krantz has 

donated $175,000 to county, state and federal Republican candidates since 2014. That made him one of Iowaôs 

largest GOP donors before a crisis that could devastate his family-owned parkôs reputation and finances. The park 

also has increased its lobbying at the Iowa Legislature, including for a recent law change allowing 16- and 17-year-

olds to operate its rides. The parkôs political impact has overlapped with several incidents in which workers or 

guests were injured, leading to regulatory fines and lawsuits.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

Nunn Called An Article On The Political Ties Of The Head Of Adventureland After A Park 

Accident Killed A Child ñShameful,ò Said It Was ñFALSEò That His Deregulatory Bill 

Contributed To The Accident 

 

Nunn Called An Article Highlighting The Political Ties Of The Head Of Adventureland After A Park 

Accident Killed A Child ñShameful.ò ñTragic death at Adventureland becomes focus of poorly researched news 

article ï falsely claiming óunderageô workers somehow contributed. This is FALSE. Efforts should be on helping 

the family, and transparency in the investigation so we can prevent accidents in Iowa and across the nation. The 

remainder of the story then focused on political donations to GOP Governor, but omits donations to Dem Gov-

candidate who sponsored the bill. Shameful. The two have NO connection.ò 

https://webapp.iecdb.iowa.gov/publicview/ContributionSearch.aspx#ctl00_cph1_gvList
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
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[Facebook, Friends for Zach Nunn, 7/12/21] 

 

Nunn Said It Was ñFALSEò That His Bill Contributed To The Accident At Adventureland. ñTragic death at 

Adventureland becomes focus of poorly researched news article ï falsely claiming óunderageô workers somehow 

contributed. This is FALSE. Efforts should be on helping the family, and transparency in the investigation so we 

can prevent accidents in Iowa and across the nation. The remainder of the story then focused on political donations 

to GOP Governor, but omits donations to Dem Gov-candidate who sponsored the bill. Shameful. The two have NO 

connection.ò 

 
[Facebook, Friends for Zach Nunn, 7/12/21] 

 

Nunn Shared An Article Criticizing A Journalist As A ñA Blatantly Partisan Reporterò And Said ñThe Fact 

That The AP Keeps Foley On Is A Disgrace.ò ñFoley quotes óDemocratic Sen. Nate Boultonô as saying it was a 

bad idea to move the age minimum from 18 to 16. But he says nothing of Smithôs sponsorship of the bill. The 

message, which is impossible to miss, is that Democrats are good and Republicans bad. This is horrible, even for a 

reporter who is so outwardly partisan as Foley. The press expresses constant shock at how the public doesnôt trust 

them. And they tell us how personally hurt they are when politicians call them Fake News. But the truth hurts. You 

https://m.facebook.com/FriendsForZachNunn/posts/2908384632712627?locale=ne_NP
https://m.facebook.com/FriendsForZachNunn/posts/2908384632712627?locale=ne_NP
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want to regain credibility? You want the public to trust you? Then donôt give people like Foley an AP platform. 

There are plenty of outlets for a blatantly partisan reporter. Iowa Starting Line has recently run into some extra 

funding. The fact that the AP keeps Foley on is a disgrace. The editors should be embarrassed. Sadly, we know that 

Foley is not.ò 

 
[Facebook, Friends for Zach Nunn, 7/12/21; Iowa Field Report, 7/12/21] 

 

¶ Nunn Shared An Article Accusing A Journalist Who Wrote A Story Critical Of Adventureland Of 

Having ñA Sick Philosophy.ò ñAssociated Press reporter Ryan Foleyðthe man who calls himself 

óscoopsôðhas hit a new low. Following the tragic accident at Adventureland on July 3, where one boy died, 

and another was critically injured on the amusement parkôs Raging River ride, Foley wrote a story about how 

the parkôs owner has given a lot of money to Republicans. Why is that relevant, you might be asking? Itôs not. 

But thatôs literally the story: óSomething awful happened at an amusement park, and the park owners are 

Republican donors.ô Iôm not kidding. Thereôs no connection between the two. But it gets even worse. The 

closest Foley comes to making any connection is to say that this last legislative session, the Iowa legislature 

óapproved a bill sought by Adventureland eliminating longstanding safety rules setting a minimum age of 18 

to operate rides,ô and that two of the sponsors of that bill and Governor Reynolds are Republicans who 

received donations from Adventurelandôs CEO. The ride operator was over 18, so, again, no relevance to this 

horrible tragedy. But what Foley doesnôt sayðand clearly purposefully ignoresðis that Democrat candidate 

for governor Rep. Ras Smith was also a sponsor of the bill. How does Foley leave that out? If everything is 

relevant when it comes to a tragedy (which seems to be his sick philosophy), how is it that Smithôs name isnôt 

mentioned once in the article?ò [Facebook, Friends for Zach Nunn, 7/12/21; Iowa Field Report, 7/12/21] 

 

Adventureland Had A History Of Safety Violations And Worker Deaths And Injuries 

 

HEADLINE: ñAdventureland ride where Marion boy died had 17 safety violations, Iowa Division of Labor 

says.ò [Des Moines Register, 11/18/21] 

 

¶ Des Moines Register: ñViolations Included Failing To Supervise Riders, Using Unapproved Replacement 
Parts And Having Deficient Evacuation Procedures.ò ñAdventureland Park violated 17 safety standards in 

connection with a July accident on the Raging River ride that left an 11-year-old Marion boy dead and his 

brother and father seriously injured, the Iowa Division of Labor has found. Michael Jaramillo drowned when 

the raft carrying him and his family capsized on the ride July 3. Michael's older brother David, then 15, spent a 

month in a hospital, and their father, also David, suffered a severe shoulder injury. The Division of Labor in an 

https://m.facebook.com/FriendsForZachNunn/posts/2908384632712627?locale=ne_NP
https://www.iowafieldreport.com/media/partisan-ap-reporter-ryan-foley-caught-protecting-dem-governor-candidate-ras-smith/
https://m.facebook.com/FriendsForZachNunn/posts/2908384632712627?locale=ne_NP
https://www.iowafieldreport.com/media/partisan-ap-reporter-ryan-foley-caught-protecting-dem-governor-candidate-ras-smith/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/11/18/adventureland-raging-river-ride-michael-jaramillo-safety-violations-iowa-division-labor/8665487002/
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order the Des Moines Register obtained Thursday said the violations included failing to supervise riders, using 

unapproved replacement parts and having deficient evacuation procedures.ò [Des Moines Register, 11/18/21] 

 

Since 2013, Several Workers At Adventureland Park Were Injured, Including A Worker Who Had To Have 

ñA Finger Amputated After It Was Pinched In A Ride Safety Bar.ò ñHowever, several workers have been 

injured in different ways since 2013 ð from falling off a platform to having a finger amputated after it was pinched 

in a ride safety bar, records show. In 2016, a 68-year-old worker died of head trauma after an operator moved the 

Raging River unexpectedly, trapping him between a boat and a concrete wall. Another employee was injured when 

the same ride moved unexpectedly a month later. Two maintenance workers trying to fix a ride in 2018 suffered 

serious finger injuries. A month later, an employee oiling chains on a roller coaster fractured his arm when he was 

knocked to the ground after his co-worker sent a test ride. Regulators cited the company for safety violations, which 

were settled by a $14,500 fine. Adventureland has also faced several lawsuits filed by injured guests, including on 

waterslides that were added in 2010.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

2018: Two Maintenance Workers ñSuffered Serious Finger Injuriesò While Trying To Fix A Ride. ñTwo 

maintenance workers trying to fix a ride in 2018 suffered serious finger injuries. A month later, an employee oiling 

chains on a roller coaster fractured his arm when he was knocked to the ground after his co-worker sent a test ride. 

Regulators cited the company for safety violations, which were settled by a $14,500 fine. Adventureland has also 

faced several lawsuits filed by injured guests, including on waterslides that were added in 2010.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

2016: 68-Year-Old Seasonal Employee Died Of An Injury On The Raging River Ride At Adventureland 

After Six Days On The Job. ñRecently, the Oklahoma couple came to central Iowa, where the 68-year-old retired 

postal carrier took a summer job at Adventureland in Altoona. óSteve was having a great time (at Adventureland),ô 

Gladys Booher wrote on Facebook. óHe loved watching the kids enjoying the rides.ô Then, on his sixth day on the 

job, tragedy struck, said his nephew Tim Overlin, of Des Moines. Steve Booher was tending the amusement park's 

Raging River ride when he fell on the conveyor belt June 7, fracturing his skull and suffering a major brain injury, 

his wife wrote. He was unresponsive and on life support until he died Saturday at Mercy Medical Center.ò [Des 

Moines Register, 6/13/16] 

 

¶ Another Employee Was Injured By The Same Ride A Month Later. ñSeven lobbyists represented 

Adventureland this session, including Jake Ketzner, Reynoldsô former chief of staff, records show. They argued 

the change wouldnôt hurt safety. Cook said ósafety is the bedrock of park operations,ô noting the death is the 

first of a customer on a ride in its 47-year history. However, several workers have been injured in different 

ways since 2013 ð from falling off a platform to having a finger amputated after it was pinched in a ride safety 

bar, records show. In 2016, a 68-year-old worker died of head trauma after an operator moved the Raging River 

unexpectedly, trapping him between a boat and a concrete wall. Another employee was injured when the same 

ride moved unexpectedly a month later.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

¶ Lawsuit Claimed Workerôs Death Was Caused By ñOperator Negligence.ò ñThe parkôs insurer last 

December also settled a wrongful death lawsuit brought by Booherôs wife of 47 years and their adult children 

for an undisclosed sum. The lawsuit alleged that the ride operator was negligent by prematurely starting the ride 

in violation of park rules and leaving it in operation even as Booher was down with injuries and patrons yelled 

at him to stop.ò [KCCI, 7/6/21] 

 

¶ Iowa OSHA Fined Adventureland The Maximum Penalty Of $4,500 For 68-Year-Old Workerôs Death; 

Adventureland Settled With The Family For ñAn Undisclosed Sum.ò ñ[Steve] Booher, 68, died while 

working on the ride after only six days on his summer job at Adventureland. He was helping riders get out of 

the ride's rafts when he fell on the conveyor belt, fracturing his skull and suffering a major brain injury. He died 

four days later. Last December, the park settled a wrongful death lawsuit brought by Booher's wife of 47 years 

and their adult children for an undisclosed sum. Iowa Occupational Safety and Health Administration fined the 

park $4,500 after Booher's death, the maximum the agency could assess for that type of violation.ò [Des 

Moines Register, 7/6/21] 

 

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/11/18/adventureland-raging-river-ride-michael-jaramillo-safety-violations-iowa-division-labor/8665487002/
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2016/06/13/adventureland-employee-who-died-retired-postal-worker/85825194/
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://www.kcci.com/article/father-recounts-adventureland-ride-accident-that-killed-son-altoona-iowa/36940884
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/07/06/altoona-adventureland-raging-river-accident-2021-death-michael-jaramillo/7869152002/
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Adventureland Agreed To Pay $14,500 After An Employee Broke An Arm After Being Knocked Off A 

Transformer  By A Roller Coaster. ñCourt records show Adventureland has been sued in recent years by people 

who were seriously injured on other rides, including waterslides. Iowa OSHA records show the agency most 

recently fined Adventureland in 2018, after an employee working on a roller coaster was knocked off a transformer 

and fell to the ground when he was struck by a test ride. The employee was hospitalized with a broken arm. 

Adventureland settled safety violations by agreeing to pay $14,500 in 2019.ò [Des Moines Register, 7/6/21] 

 

¶ HEADLINE: ñAdventureland fined $37,000 after Dragon roller coaster car hits worker.ò [Des Moines 

Register, 9/27/18] 

 

¶ Iowa OSHA Found ñSeven Violations, Five Of Which Were Seriousò And Originally Fined 

Adventureland $37,181. ñAdventureland Park has been fined more than $37,000 by the Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration after an employee was struck by a car in August while working on the Dragon roller 

coaster. The unnamed worker was performing a biweekly oiling routine Aug. 5 when a co-worker released the 

train car, according to citation documents. The car struck the employee on the right arm, causing a laceration 

and a broken bone and requiring the worker to be hospitalized. Iowa OSHA inspected the roller coaster Aug. 14 

and issued the citations Sept. 17. The documents detail seven violations, five of which were serious, and a total 

of $37,181 in penalties.ò [Des Moines Register, 9/27/18] 

 

Adventureland ñAlso Faced Several Lawsuits Filed By Injured Guests, Including On Waterslides That Were 

Added In 2010.ò ñTwo maintenance workers trying to fix a ride in 2018 suffered serious finger injuries. A month 

later, an employee oiling chains on a roller coaster fractured his arm when he was knocked to the ground after his 

co-worker sent a test ride. Regulators cited the company for safety violations, which were settled by a $14,500 fine. 

Adventureland has also faced several lawsuits filed by injured guests, including on waterslides that were added in 

2010.ò [AP, 7/9/21] 

 

¶ Des Moines Register: ñAdventureland Has Been Sued In Recent Years By People Who Were Seriously 

Injured On Other Rides, Including Waterslides.ò ñCourt records show Adventureland has been sued in 

recent years by people who were seriously injured on other rides, including waterslides. Iowa OSHA records 

show the agency most recently fined Adventureland in 2018, after an employee working on a roller coaster was 

knocked off a transformer and fell to the ground when he was struck by a test ride. The employee was 

hospitalized with a broken arm. Adventureland settled safety violations by agreeing to pay $14,500 in 2019.ò 

[Des Moines Register, 7/6/21] 

 

Nunn Accepted Campaign Contributions From A Lobbyist Group That Spread 

Propaganda For Saudi Arabia And Undermined Sanctions On Russia 

 

Nunn Received At Least $2,000 In Contributions From Employees Of LS2group For His 

Congressional Campaign 

 

2021: Nunn Received At Least $2,000 In Contributions From Employees Of LS2group For His 

Congressional Campaign. 

Contributor  Amount Date 

Jeffrey Boeyink $1,000 8/20/21 

Jeffrey Boeyink $1,000 12/31/21 

[FEC, Iowans For Zach Nunn, Accessed 5/3/22] 

 

2014: Chuck Larson Contributed $250 To Zach Nunnôs Campaign For The State Legislature. 

 

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/07/06/altoona-adventureland-raging-river-accident-2021-death-michael-jaramillo/7869152002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/altoona/2018/09/27/adventureland-fined-osha-dragon-roller-coaster-car-hits-worker-injured/1442285002/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/altoona/2018/09/27/adventureland-fined-osha-dragon-roller-coaster-car-hits-worker-injured/1442285002/
https://apnews.com/article/health-coronavirus-pandemic-iowa-accidents-d69eb5812a5c1938d5e3666ff3a86e36
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2021/07/06/altoona-adventureland-raging-river-accident-2021-death-michael-jaramillo/7869152002/
https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/?data_type=processed&committee_id=C00784389&contributor_employer=ls2&two_year_transaction_period=2022
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[Iowa Ethics & Campaign Disclosure Board, 7/4/14] 

 

Nunn Described LS2group Founder Chuck Larson, The Former IAGOP Chair And Lobbyist For 

Saudi Arabia, As An ñAmazing Friendò 

 

Nunn Called Larson A ñGreat Leader, Global Adventurer & Amazing Friend!ò 

 
[Facebook, Kelly Nunn, 12/13/15] 

 

Larson Attended Ceremony Celebrating Nunnôs Promotion In The Iowa National Guard. 

 

 

https://data.iowa.gov/Campaigns-Elections/Iowa-Campaign-Contributions-Received/smfg-ds7h/data
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10208501815888549&set=a.10208501813928500
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[Facebook, Kelly Nunn, 1/7/18] 

 

Larson Was Chair Of The Iowa Republican Party From 2001-2005 And Served As Ambassador To Latvia 

Under George W. Bush. ñChuck Larson Jr. and Karen Slifka formed LS2Group in February 2009. Prior to his 

work in public affairs, Larson served 12 years in the Iowa state House and Senate. He was also the chair of the 

Republican Party of Iowa from 2001-05. In January 2008, President George W. Bush appointed him to a one-year 

term as ambassador to Latvia.ò [Des Moines Register, 11/18/19] 

 

Larsonôs Lobbying Firm LS2group Signed A Deal To ñProvide óStrategic And Government Affairs Adviceô 

As Well As óPublic Relations And Communicationsô Helpò To Saudi Arabia  

 

Larson Was A Registered Agent Of The Saudi Arabian Government. ñConnie Schmett is only one of two 

Iowans who was mentioned in the stories about the veteransô D.C. lobby trip, but others found themselves on the 

Saudi payroll. LS2 Group, a major Iowa consulting firm, also got in on the action, receiving $76,500. LS2 Groupôs 

staff didnôt turn up in other coverage of JASTA, but several of their staff worked on the account. Iowans Chuck 

Larson, Jr., Tyler Campbell, Bruceanne Phillips and Ashley Mae Hunt all registered as agents of the Saudi Arabian 

government. Three other LS2 Group employees from other states ï Jay Hartner of Kansas, Tamara Ibach of North 

Dakota and Daniel Lederman of South Dakota (who recently became the chair of the South Dakota Republican 

Party) ï were also listed as Saudi Arabian agents. Itôs rather likely that the senior Chuck Larson, who once served 

as the director of law enforcement for Saudi Arabia, made a connection here.ò [Iowa Starting Line, 11/6/17] 

 

HEADLINE: ñSaudi Arabia hires a public relations firm.ò [Politico, 11/18/19] 

 

Politico: LS2group Would ñProvide óStrategic And Government Affairs Adviceô As Well As óPublic 

Relations And Communicationsô Helpò To Saudi Arabia. ñSAUDI ARABIA HIRES A PUBLIC RELATIONS 

FIRM: Working for Saudi Arabia is apparently no longer as controversial as it was in the aftermath of Jamal 

Khashoggiôs murder in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul last year, which led several Washington lobbying firms to 

cut ties with the kingdom. Saudi Arabia has hired LS2group, a public affairs firm based in Des Moines, Iowa, to 

represent the kingdom in the U.S., according to a Justice Department filing. LS2group will provide óstrategic and 

government affairs adviceô as well as ópublic relations and communicationsô help, according to the disclosure. ð 

The contract lasts one year and is worth $126,500 a month. Neither of the two LS2group partners who signed the 

contract ð Chuck Larson Jr., a former U.S. ambassador to Latvia during President George W. Bushôs 

administration, and Karen Slifka, a GOP operative ð responded to requests for comment.ò [Politico, 11/18/19] 

 

Saudi Arabia Wanted LS2group To Book Visits For A Saudi Princess As Part Of A ñReputation 

Launderingò Strategy. ñHer ambassadorial visits to the American heartland underscore how Saudi Arabia has 

shifted its focus outside of Washington. The princess is leading a campaign to rehabilitate her countryôs image after 

blows such as the 2018 murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi and Riyadhôs involvement in the 

war in Yemen -- and the loss of close ally Donald Trump as president. óI would call it reputation laundering,ô said 

Ben Freeman, the author of a May report on the countryôs lobbying efforts. [é] Saudi Arabiaôs plan called for LS2 

to work with state and local leaders to organize events with Princess Reema and other high-level officials from the 

kingdom, according to Freeman of the Center for International Policy. Then the law firm Hogan Lovells, which has 

been contracted by Saudi Arabia for about 14 years, would convey news of the event to the Washington lawmakers 

representing the district where the event took place. Hogan Lovells declined to comment, and LS2 referred 

comment to the Saudi embassy. óIt is vital for the embassy to engage with these groups, not only to highlight how 

close Saudi-U.S. ties have advanced the interests of both nations and how the relationship has positively impacted 

the various states going back decades, but also to explore opportunities for more collaboration between our two 

peoples,ô said Nazer, the Saudi embassy spokesman.ò [Bloomberg, 6/10/21] 

 

¶ Bloomberg: ñEvents Tarnishing The Kingdomôs Reputation Included The Murder Of Khashoggi In 2018 

Inside The Saudi Consulate In Istanbul, Turkey.ò ñEvents tarnishing the kingdomôs reputation included the 

murder of Khashoggi in 2018 inside the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, Turkey. U.S. intelligence agencies 

concluded that Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman signed off on the operation. The prince has denied 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10215565872325545&set=pcb.10215565882605802
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2019/11/18/des-moines-firm-reportedly-represents-saudi-arabias-u-s-embassy/4233340002/
https://iowastartingline.com/2017/11/06/kim-reynolds-officials-lobbied-against-911-victims-for-saudi-arabia/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-influence/2019/11/18/saudi-arabia-hires-a-public-relations-firm-782621
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-influence/2019/11/18/saudi-arabia-hires-a-public-relations-firm-782621
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/saudi-princess-in-iowa-lobbying-pivots-after-khashoggi-s-murder
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involvement in the killing, and the kingdom has rejected what it called a ófalseô U.S. narrative.ò [Bloomberg, 

6/10/21] 

 

LS2group Made $1.1 Million Lobbying For Saudi Arabia In 2020, The Fourth Most Of Any Lobbying Firm.  

 
[Bloomberg, 6/10/21] 

 

LS2group Attempted To Set Up Interviews For A Saudi Arabian Embassy Spokesperson When Oil Prices 

Fell. ñJust months after Princess Reema arrived in Washington, Saudi Arabia hired Des Moines, Iowa-based Larson 

Shannahan Slifka Group, according to Foreign Agent Registration Act documents filed with the Justice 

Department. LS2 contacted state-level figures, such as legislators in South Dakota and nonprofit leaders in 

Pennsylvania, for the kingdom, according to the FARA disclosures. After oil prices plunged below zero for the first 

time last year, the firm offered the embassyôs spokesperson to local radio shows in Texas and the Midwest for 

interviews, including an instance where LS2 highlighted Iowaôs ethanol fuel production in the context of global 

energy markets. The list of local groups LS2 has courted is extensive. Disclosures show that LS2 had phone calls 

with officials at the Maine Lobstering Union, which advocates for lobstermen and the fishing industry, and the 

Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, among dozens of others. The Saudi embassy also held virtual events with 

the Indiana Council on World Affairs, where the princess spoke about U.S-Saudi ties, and Michigan State 

University, which featured the embassy spokesperson, according to LS2ôs filings.ò [Bloomberg, 6/10/21] 

 

March 2022: Ls2group Renewed Its Contract To Lobby On Behalf Of Saudi Arabia. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/saudi-princess-in-iowa-lobbying-pivots-after-khashoggi-s-murder
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/saudi-princess-in-iowa-lobbying-pivots-after-khashoggi-s-murder
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-10/saudi-princess-in-iowa-lobbying-pivots-after-khashoggi-s-murder
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[FARA, 3/22/22] 

 

LS2group Ran A ñFront Groupò For Oil Companies And ñPushed To Defend Billions In Targeted Subsidies 

To The Oil And Gas Industry.ò ñHowever, the main drivers of the front group appear to be linked to LS2g, a 

corporate public relations and lobbying firm based in Des Moines. Chuck Larson and Karen Slifka, former 

Republican Party operatives, manage the Iowa Energy Forum and the LS2g office serves as the groupôs 

headquarters. In addition to astroturfing candidate events, the Iowa Energy Forum has pushed to defend billions in 

targeted subsidies to the oil and gas industry. The group recently hosted American Petroleum Institute economist 

John Felmy, who blasted attempts by Congress to repeal such giveaways. The group has managed to snag notable 

politicians, including Gov. Terry Branstad (R-IA), to appear at their press conferences. A new profile of American 

Petroleum Institute head Jack Gerard sheds light on the purpose of groups like the Iowa Energy Forum. Gerardôs 

lobbying strategy has focused on boosting the public perception of big oil. Gerard has dedicated millions of dollars 

worth of ads promoting his industry, but he has also organized fly-ins of African American and Hispanic oil 

workers, bused in workers to hold large public rallies in pivotal states, and recruited unlikely allies to press his case, 

including labor unions. He even hired one of the Nature Conservancyôs top officials to help build his pro-oil army.ò 

[Think Progress, 6/25/11] 

 

Nunnôs Wife Kelly Was An Account Executive At Larsonôs Lobbying Firm LS2group In Des 

Moines 

 

Kelly Nunn Was An Account Executive At Lobbying Firm LS2group In Des Moines. ñKelly Nunn is an 

Account Executive. Before joining LS2group, Kelly owned and operated a portrait photography studio for over a 

decade. She also created and executed branding and marketing campaigns for small businesses and political races. 

Kelly has an MBA from the University of Iowa. She and her family reside in Bondurant, IA.ò [LS2group, 1/30/18] 

 

As An Account Executive, Kelly Nunn ñSpecializes In Finance And Business.ò ñKelly Nunn Account 

Executive Kelly specializes in finance and business. Before joining LS2group, Kelly owned and operated a portrait 

photography studio for over a decade.  She also created and executed branding and marketing campaigns for small 

businesses and political races. Outside of LS2group, Kelly teaches fitness classes, volunteers for a number of 

organizations, and enjoys time with her husband and three children. Kelly will graduate from the University of 

Iowa with her MBA in November 2017.ò [LS2group, 3/9/19] 

 

¶ 2017-2019: Kelly Nunn Was An Account Executive At LS2group.   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fara2.opensecrets.org/6749-Exhibit-AB-20220322-4.pdf
https://archive.thinkprogress.org/exclusive-oil-industry-forms-new-astroturf-group-to-manipulate-2012-republican-primary-in-iowa-37a7549cfc2/
https://www.ls2group.com/2018/01/ls2group-announces-staff-promotions-new-hires/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190309111228/https:/www.ls2group.com/team/kelly-nunn/
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[LinkedIn, Kelly Nunn, accessed 3/31/22] 

 

¶ March -August 2017: Kelly Nunn Was A Finance Specialist At LS2group In Des Moines.   

 
[LinkedIn, Kelly Nunn, accessed 3/31/22] 

 

Larson Helped Fight A Bill Allowing 9/11 Victimsô Families To Sue The Saudi Government, And 

LS2Group Was Paid To Promote A ñWhitewashed Vision of Saudi Womenôs Rightsò 

 

Larsonôs Firm LS2Group Lobbied For Saudi Arabia's U.S. Embassy. ñA Des Moines public affairs firm brings 

the Midwest to the Middle East. Larson Shannahan Slifka Group, located on East Locust Street, has signed a one-

year, $1.5 million contract with the embassy of Saudi Arabia in Washington, D.C., this fall. The contract took effect 

Nov. 1. In a filing with the U.S. Department of Justice, the firm wrote that it will óinform the public, government 

officials and the media about the importance of fostering and promoting strong relations between the United States 

and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.ô The contract states that the firm, known as LS2Group, cannot publicly disclose 

its work on behalf of the embassy without the embassy's permission. Until a year after the agreement ends, 

LS2Group cannot work with another government ówhose interests or objectives may be adverse to the interests or 

objectives of The Embassy.ôò [Des Moines Register, 11/18/19] 

 

Larson Helped The Saudis Lobby Against A Bill Allowing 9/11 Victims To Sue Saudi Arabia For Damages. 

ñAt least three of them ð Larson, Lederman and Summers-Grice ð previously worked on Saudi Arabiaôs 2016 

nationwide campaign to build opposition to the Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA), which allowed 

victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks to sue the kingdom. That campaign failed, with 97 senators voting to 

overturn President Barack Obamaós veto of the law.ò [Foreign Lobby Report, 12/14/20] 

 

Larson Registered As An Agent Of Saudi Arabia Against 9/11 Legislation And Warned Of ñUnintended 

Consequences.ò 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kelly-nunn-mba-2325a1124/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kelly-nunn-mba-2325a1124/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2019/11/18/des-moines-firm-reportedly-represents-saudi-arabias-u-s-embassy/4233340002/
https://www.foreignlobby.com/2020/12/14/saudis-reach-out-directly-to-us-states-amid-bipartisan-blowback-in-washington/
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[FARA, 10/31/16] 

 

LS2Group Received A ñMillion-Dollar Contractò To Promote A ñWhitewashed Vision Of Saudi Womenôs 

Rights.ò ñWould it surprise you to know that women in Saudi Arabia need a male guardian's permission to get 

married? Or that if they want to divorce, they have to justify it to a male judge's satisfaction, even though husbands 

may divorce with neither justification nor judicial decree? Did you know that a Saudi woman's testimony in court is 

worth only half that of a manôs? A woman's child custody can be revoked if she doesn't dress what is deemed 

modestly enough to male superiors ð or if she works full time or remarries. Many of those practices stem from a 

particularly strict interpretation of Muslim Sharia law called Wahhabism, according to Human Rights Watch, which 

says Saudi Arabia is the only country in the world to completely observe it. The Saudi government denies those 

practices are in the law. Remote as these issues may seem to Iowans, a Des Moines public relations firm, LS2group, 

is banking on convincing us the kingdom is advancing women's freedoms. One such testament comes through a 

glossy pamphlet highlighting women's advances in sports. The business has a million-dollar contract with the Saudi 

government to promote what human-rights activists call a whitewashed vision of Saudi women's rights.ò [Des 

Moines Register, Rekha Basu Column, 4/23/21] 

 

Nunn Said He Had Played Elephant Polo With An Arab Crown Prince And That His Mentor Was Chuck 

Larson. ñZach Nunn Age: 36 Fun Fact: Once played elephant polo with an Arab crown prince. Mentor: Chuck 

Larson, partner with LS2Groupò [Business Record, 3/18/16] 

 

2017: LS2group Signed An Agreement To Lobby About ñPossible Human Rights Violations Within 

Taiwanese Judicial System.ò  

https://efile.fara.gov/docs/5483-Short-Form-20161031-452.pdf
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/rekha-basu-an-iowa-pr-firm-gets-rich-spinning-saudi-arabias-discrimination-against-women-as-progress/ar-BB1fYDEs
https://businessrecord.com/Content/Events/Forty-under-40/Article/Forty-Under-40-Zach-Nunn/153/993/72428

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































